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Recent Controversy between Two Austrian
Government Minigtries
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The following incident, which developed ag the resuld

of n request from the Igyptian Govermment for the services
of an Austrian industrial expert, 1s reported ad an
exomple of the frequent lack of cooperation betwsen
Augtrian Government minigtries:

Sonetinme in late June 1951 an official of the Egyptian Government presented
a note to the Austrien Legution in Cairo requesting that a coertain Austrian
off"icial vho had mipervised the electrification of the Austrian railways be
gent to Egypt for » period of fouwr weeks to survey the requirements of the
Egptisn railuay system. In thls note it was pointed oubt that, following the
visit of this railroad expc;rt the Egyptian Government would probably place
orders with Austrian manufacturers for electrical prop‘xlslon,, generating and
overhead equipment amounting to three or four million dollars. Upon receipt
of the note by the Austrian Foreign Office, the reguest was forwarded to the
Ministry of Transportation and Netlonalized Tndustries vith a cover letter
siymed by Foreign Minlstry Gruber. In the cover letter the Foreign Minister
revonmended immediate action to pernit the releasze of this railroad off'icial
forr the four-wesk period.

After o lapse of Two weeks, heoving recelved no ‘*czpjy from the Ministry of Trang~
pertation and Nat! Lomllaaq fndustries, Forelon Minister Gruber addressed o
notie to Minister Uoldbrunmner himselfl, requesting immediste action to the
Egiobian proposal. Smphasizing the benefiﬁs which the Austrian electrieal
industry would derive firom the acquisition of these contracts, Gruber stated
thet such firms as Brown-Doveri and Elin A.G. could then afford to offer the

sare type of equipment to the Austrisn Federal Reilways at a substential reduction.

Two more weeks passed, and the MHinistry of Transportation and Nationalized
Industries still had not responded to the Foreign Office note. Thereupon,

at Gruber's request, Waldbrumner appeared ot the Foreign Office to discuss the
miter, During this wmeeting Waldbrunner stated that the electrification of

the: Austrien railuay system, now in progress, takes precedence over any request

from the ugy-ptian Governments that the railroad expert whose services the
“gyotians degire is wrmplaceable and therefore cannot be relessed for even a
terporary assignment elsewheres and that he, Waldbrumeoer, will permit no
interforence with his Minjstry fronm any other cabinet member. Sinece Gruber,
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o the other hand, was equally adamant in his contention thnt the Lrypliang®
razuent should be gpranted, the intervisy ended in sn inpasse. Gruber declared
that he vould bring up the matter at the next eabinet meoting, vhereupon
Yaldbrumer walked out of the office.

ngm;gent: The long-standing enmity betueen Ualdbrunner sond Gruber stems
Te R0 i

bime when Waldbrunmer was Ausbrisn Anbassador to l'oscow. Weldbrumer
faxls that durine that period he wes diserivineted agningt by the Foreign
Of "ice bocouse of his comnections with the Socialist farty,. For this reason
Yaldbrunner hee sdbeccuently vefused on a nunbor of ocensions to coonorate
with the Foreisn OPfice.
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